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ment swept practically the whole country into its activities.
This nationalist movement differed from its predecessors
in the extent to which the masses were organized along with
the bourgeoisie. It differed also (and related to this) in
that individuals fought generally not as members of two
communities which were allied," but as members of one vast
country. Nationalism became the ideology of the day.
Communal antagonisms were forgotten; moreover, com-
munal distinctions were suspended. (This, of course, does
not mean that religion or even religious distinctions were
suspended.) The movement was a mighty effort, of a
people struggling to be free; and it showed that, when
engaged in that struggle, the people, without being united
in religion, were quite capable of being united in political
ideals and in action,
The movement was, howeve^, finally suppressed by the
British; with ruthless force, and, in the case of the middle
and upper classes, also by clever divisive tactics around a
table. Communalism was raised as the major issue, and has
since become, almost explicitly, the chief prop of British
rule in India. The government had chosen as delegates to
the Round Table Conferences men who would not agree
among themselves ; whereupon the government itself an-
nounced its Communal Award. This has since been accepted
by most communalist Muslims, has been rejected by national-
ist Muslims, and has embarrassed the Congress. The latter
organization was unable to come to any decision on the
matter for some while; finally (June 1934) it announced its
neutrality, admitting that it could neither accept nor reject
the Award so long as the division of opinion existed. The
difficulty lay in the fact that to accept any communal settle-
ment is ipso facto to recognize communalism as politically
valid; which nationalism was not willing to do. At the same
time, the unwillingness to repudiate communalism outright
politically is evidence of how far communalism had
penetrated the thinking of either the Congress leaders or, in
their opinion, of the Muslims.
In 1937 the provincial elections were held. The franchise